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INTRODUCTION

by the

Rt. Hon. Hugh Dalton, P.C., M.P.
President of the Board of Trade,

THIS booklet describes and illustrates the first edition of utility

furniture. In extending utility production to this new field, my
aim is to provide, for those who really need it, furniture which is
sound in construction, agreeable in design and reasonable in price.
Materials available for furniture-making are to-day very scarce, but,
as these pages show, the designers have done their job well. Mr.
Charles Tennyson, the Chairman of my Advisory Committee, and
his colleagues, have devoted much time and many valuable ideas to

this interesting new venture,
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Page |



UR Committee was appointed in order to advise

the President of the Board of Trade on the pro-
duction of utility furniture of sound construction and in
simple and agreeable designs. WWe have endeavoured to
supply all the main articles of furniture which are re-
quired for a reasonable standard of comfort in the home.
But throughout we have, of course, had to study the
pressing need for economy in raw materials and labour,
Moreover, some of the customary materials are not
available whilst several alternatives such as plastics are
now being used for direct war production.

* *

Where possible, we have allowed some extra use
of materials in order to achieve greater comfort or
convenience, But in present conditions the full range
of furniture cannot be maintained, and it is inevitable
that there should be some falling below pre-war
standards of comfort. For instance, we have been unable
to include a three-piece upholstered suite because of
the considerable quantity of scarce materials that would
be required in its manufacture. In its place we have
specified some simple types of easy chair which have
sufficient spring construction te make them comfortable
and restful for leisure hours. Also, we have included a
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bed-settee and a bed-chair for those who use the same
room by night as by day.

¥* *

The principal materials employed in this furniture
are timber and hardboard. The latter, veneered on
both sides, acts as a substitute for plywood, which is neo
longer available. We are satisfied that it is suitable for
this purpose and should prove durable. As the necessary
materials for giving the normal type of finish are scarce,
the furniture has a simple matt wax finish. This is
pleasant to look at and easy to keep in condition,

* *

The photographs show the complete range of utility
furniture at the present time. As | have already said,
we found that we could not provide a wide range of
designs if we were to keep closely to the necessary
conditions of sound construction and maximum economy
of labour and materials. But the general simplicity of
the designs should, we think, make the furniture accept-
able in its appearance as well as convenient and suitable
in use,

Charles Tennyson,

Chairman of the Advisory Committee
on Utility Furniture.
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DINING CHAIR:

Second Section-  Maodel 3b
Price £1 . 5.6

SIDEBOARD :
Second Section—Madel le
Price £7 . 6.6
This lu & fe. wide, 2 fe. 9 ing. high and | .
& Ins. deap

LIVING ROOM

DINING CHAIR:
Second Sectlon - Model 3d
Price £1 . 3.0

Thin mabla has & swivel
sction top, snd s 31 by
1 ft. when closed, extend-
ing to 4 ft. by 1 i when
open. It 1 2 ft. & ind, In
hmight,

DINING TABLE:
Second Section—Madel Ib
A, Clogsed.
B. Fully open.
C. Half open, shawing storage space.
Price £4 .13.6

Tha living reem furniture Is In cak, all
framing belng of solid timber with hard-
board veneered on both sides for the

panelling.
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The living room furniture iz
In sak. The dlnlng chairs have
loose, padded seats covered
with leather cloth, in a variety
of colours.

SIDEBOARD : second Section—Model la
Price £10.7 .0

Sideboard, with doors open, showing
Inskide sholves, The sideboards are
4 fi. wide, 17t 7 ins. high and | fr.
b ins., deep.

DINING CHAIR :
Second Section—Maodel 3a
Price £1.9.0

SR s 1 0 i B il

SIDEBOARD : Second Section—Model Ib
Price £10 .7 .0

DINING CHAIR :
Second Section—Model 3¢

Price £1.9.0
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LIVING ROOM

The living room furniture 15 In oak,
stained with a mate wax finish, In
light or dark shades as preferred.

DINING CHAIR :
Second Sectlon
Model 3

Price £1.10.0

This dining chair has a loole. padded
seat covered with leather elath, In a
variety of coloirs,

DINING TABLE:
Second Section- Modeal 2
A. Clased.
B. Showing methed of opening.
i Fully open.
Price. £5 .15, 3

SIDEBOARD :

Second Sectlon—Made! | ing ol e il

Price £10.7 .0

The dinlng table has a panelled top, with
extonding leaves. and s 2 fr. 6 ine. in helght
The tep iz 3. square when closed and 5 ft,
by 3 ft, when opened,
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BEDROOM

This furnlture is in cak. The
dressing chests are 2 fi. & Ins,
high and 18 ins. desp. In this
set there & no tallboy, but a
two-drawer dresiing chest, as
well as the three-drawer one
which can be supplied with or
without the mirrer

aagaied s AT TS TR P s, B

DRESSING CHEST ; 3 i, wide.
First Section--Model 3a
Price, with mirror y ERL IS
without mirror ., £8.2.0

WhRDRDBE 4 fe, wide,
First Sectian—Medel I b
Price £14.11.0

DRESSING CHEST : 21u 6 ins. wide.

First Section—Model 4a

Price, without mirror i £4.3.9

First Sectlon—Model | b (open)
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The badroom furmiture Iz In oak.
bt the wardrobes Mos, | and
in, the dresmsing chests MNog 3
and 4, tha wallboy Mo, 5 and tha
poditesd Mo & are alwo made
in mahogany with a dull finlth for
thase wha prefer i,

BEDROOM

VWARDROBE: 41t wide.

Firse Sectlan—Made |

Price. In oak ... £15.16.6
Price, In mahogany, with
dull finish (as shawn) ... £17. 4.9

DRESSING CHEST : 3 fe. wide.

First Section—Model 3
{shawn in mahogany)

Price, with mirrer ... £10,10.0
without mircor £9, 6.9

TALLBOY :
First Section— Model 5

Price, in mahogany, with
dull finish {as shown)

WARDRORBE :
First Section—
Medel 1, opan.
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BEDROOM

TALLBOY :

First Section—Model 53

Price £9, 5,3

DRESSING CHEST : 3 fr. wide,
First Section—Model 3

{shown In oak!

Price, with mirror

o o i LR

Price, without mirrar ... £8. 11.9

WARDROBE : 3 1. wide
First Seceion—MHadel 2
Price, in cak enly. £13.2.9

Wardrobat are mada In 4 fe, and 3 fr,
slges.  The larger ones are made in two
parcy rigidly jolned topether but essily
datached for remeving. The wardrobes
provide full-length hanging space, hawe
mirears 4 ft. by | fr. inslde tha dears,
and are | ft. % ina, desp.

WARDROBE: 4. wide
First Section—Model la
Price £15.14. 6

Poge ¢



BEDROOM

TALLBOY :

Firse Section - Model §
Price, in oak, as shown £9.5.3

lnterier wiew of
wllbay, All the
tallboys have two

The dressing chests ara made (n 3 ft, and 2 it
b ima, sizeds and they can be :.uppll:d. Il de-
sred, witheut tha mirror, so providing an
slterpative low chest model. The chests wre

2 t. & ing. high and 18 ins. desp.

drowers above and WhRDROBE i3 . wide. DRESSING CH EST 2 fe. 6 ins. wide

el g4k i First Section—Model 2a First Section—Model 4 Prices

shall below. Thoy

-||':I|Ir ;.:lm ;]HPIL"E Price, in cak N e In pak, with mirror £8.11.0

d « N an 4 3

6 ins. deep. w Inmahogany ... £14.0.0 In oak, without mirror £7.11.0
In mahogany, with mirrar .. £9 . 40
In mahogany, without mirror  £8. 4.0

Page 10




BEDROOM

BEDSTEAD :
First Section—Madel Ga

Prices :
. dfe.&ins. .., E3.00.9
!\

i 4 e ... L E3. B.5
b ot SR SO N

The 4 fr. & ins, slze

The bedsteads can be provided
‘with elther alat or panslled ends
a8 shown, The double badszeads
hava simple cq-ll-:ptln] mattresyes,
with four wunderbars’ and four
reoets of coll springs, The single
bediteads have 3 dismond mesh
mattress with tenticn springs a
tha ands

The 3 ft. size.

Pricas :

6Ins, £4. 7.
T X
T 1 S0
& ins. £4 .1
o |

BEDSTEAD :
Flrst Section—Madel &

:’ifr.

In oak < 4 ft.
{ 3 .
:"4 [t

In mahogany < 41t
L 3 .

. €2.19.
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The kitchen cabiner has a tabla top
0 ing, deep, cevarsd wich  linedeum
or felt base materlal, and has drawers
and » cupboard belew, and 3 cupboard
with shelves ibove. The cabinet 15 2 ft.
9 ins in width, and § ft. ¥ ins. In over-
all hulf:ﬂl tha table top baing 1 f
1 ins. high

KITCHEN CABINET :
Third Section-—Madel 3
Price £11.10.6

KITCHEN

KITCHEN
CHAIRS :
Third Sectlon

Model 4 | Third Section
Price 11'.3 Modal 4a
Price 14/3 Third Section
Maodel 4b
Price 12/6

Tha kicchen tables
are 1 ft. & ins, high
and ara made in
Two sizes—>4 fr. by
3 1. and 3 fi. & ins.
by 2 ft.—with plain
sodld - wood tops
and stout legs.
There s a drawer
at the side.

Ki:chen Cabinet {open) KITCHEN TABLE:

showlng shelves, Third Section

Model | 4ft.«3ft.size ... Pricef£3., B._4&
Model 2 3fc.6lns.2ftsize ,, £2.14.0
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NURSERY

The nursery furnicure Includes a cot,
playpen and chairs, all made of beech.

'”|.|

The first pasition shows the
chair for use as a high chair

CONVERTIBLE Wk fond ey The: sacd
HIGH cHAlR r:w chalr wn:l\-‘nlli'r 1r:;|-p gk
Fourth Section—Model 4
Price £2. 5.6 NO PERMITS

ARE REQUIRED
FOR NURSERY
FURNITURE

HIGH CHAIR:

Fourth Section - Madel 3,

LOW CHAIR Price £1 . 16.0

(with removable tray):
Fourth Section—Model 5
Price £1.7. 9

Illllllllnnnu

||IIIIII|.mI|

PLAYPEN :

Fourth Section— Model 2

The playpen s 1l
by 4 fe., wich hinged
ends far Tolding.

Il

Price £1 .19 . &

- .-.- ---T-"

T

R

COT:
Fourth Section—Maodal |
Price £2,.9,9

The cot b5 4 fc, 3 ins, by 3 fcoand (3 3 fe. 3 ina, high,
It is Aeted wich a simple wire mesh mattress, There
ls 8 drop side with a sale and easy sliding devica,
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ADJUSTABLE

FIRESIDE CHAIR:
Fifth Sectian—Madel |
Prica £2.10., 6

This chalr has an adjustable
sedt and back. The Xinch
cuthion wmaat It fBlled with
flock and the back is stuffed
with cotton lelt,

FIRESIDE CHAIR:
Madal |

Position 2

Posiiion |

This medel 1t 3 iz, high and 2 fr. &iny
wide, Tha thrie shelves are B Ina,,
9 int. and 10 ins, deep.

SHELVES:

Fifch Sectlon—Maodel &
Price £1.12.0

This model has stuffad
arms and - an uphol-
stered seat, with
double-coll springs
Tha lower part of the
back s also  spring
upholitered

EASY CHAIR:
Fifth Section—Model 2a

Price £6 ,10. 0

MISCELLANEOUS

FIRESIDE CHAIR :
Fifth Sectlon-—
Model la

Price £2.9.0

Thizs ehalr hag & ficod sprung
gent and back padded with
ootton {alt,

This model I similar to
Model la, but has an up-
holstered sest with uin:lq-
call aprings

OPEN-ARM EASY CHAIR:
Fifth Section—Model 2 Price £3 .12 .0
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Adaptad for easy convarston Into a single bed,
this chair has three 3-inch bardered reverilbla
cushlony fllled with fock,

MISCELLANEOUS

1. Asoachalr,

Opened . a bod. BED-CHAI R :

A list of the unit values of
the furniture will be given to
jl'ﬂLr thﬂ FH,'.IL|I recelye :FIJHF
allocation.

These unit values may be
changed from time to time.
Your retailer will be able to
show you a complete and

up-to-date list,

Fifth Section—Madel 3
Price £3 .19 .6

OCCASIONAL
TABLE:
Fifth Section— Maodel 7
Price £1.12 .3

FIRESIDE CURBS : Fifth Section—Model 8

Prices
4 fr, wide ... /-
1fe. 6 ins. wide 15/9
3 fr. wide 14/3

Curby are made in oak in
Thiv table f5 in cak, The rtable top i | fr. 8 ins. throe sizes: 37c., 3 i & lna,
aquare and 2 1. 1 ing. from the ground,  Thers and 4 . respectively.
i a shed 10 ins. wide bejow.
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The bed-settee In use as a settee,

The settee seat and the bed portion
are spring upholstered,

As bad-settees use a large
amount of scarce raw
materials, special units are
needed for their purchase.
These will bz issued only
when the living room has to
be usad regularly for sleep-

Ing as well

BED-SETTEE & DIVAN

ADJUSTABLE BED-SETTEE:
Fifth Section—Maodel 4
Closed 4 fe. & Ins, long.
Bed size 6 fr. < 3 fr. 9 ing,

Price £13.4.0

Receptacle for bedding.

The bed-settee opened for use a3 a double bed.

DIVAN :

Fifth Sectlon—Madels 5 & 5a (with overlay)

Model 5: 6fr.x2fe. éins. Price £5.13. 6

Model 5a; & ft.x3 f.

I 7 T B
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How to Apply

You will need an official permic before you can buy any piece of
utility furniture other than nursery furniture. You can obtaln an
application form from your Local Fuel Office or by writing to the
Board of Trade, Neville House, Page Street, London, S.W.l., but
your clalm will be considered enly If you really need furniture, for
Instance, If you are setting up house on marriage or after losing your
furniture through bombing. When you have completed the prelim-
inary application form you should return it to the nearest Assistance
Board District Office ; the address for posting Iz displayed in your
Local Fuel Office. Your application will be considered by the
Assistance Board acting on behalf of che Board of Trade,

Permits

If your application shows that you really need furniture you will
be glven a permit consisting of a number of units, Each plece of
utility furniture has a unit value which your retaller will be able to
tell you. Before you can use your permit you must see that it bears
your name, address and Mational Registration Number or Service
Mumber and Rank. The permit may only be used by or on behalf
of the persan named on the front of it and it is illegal to sell or to
give permits to anyone else. You must use the units on your
permit within three months from the date of issue shown on e,
After that period any not used will be invalid and must be returned
to the Assistance Beard, Unused units must also be returned to
the Assistance Board If, after thoy have been lssued, the circum-
stances of the helder change so that he no lenger needs the furniture
for the reasons he gave on his application form,

Where to Shop

In order to save carriage of furniture over long distances you
may only order utllity furniture frem a retailer In the area shown
on the front of the permit. You may, however, buy different
pleces of furniture from different shops. The units must be detached
by a retaller : you must not hand them to him loose and he may not
accept them loose or retain them except where an order has been
placed. If you wish to order your furniture by post you must send
the complete permit to the shopkeeper who will detach the number
of units he needs and return It to you.

Prices

Utility furniture s free of purchase tax. Maximum retail prices
have been fixed for new and second-hand utility furniture, and
hire-purchase terms will be permitted. The present prices are
shown in this catalogue, and the retaller from whem you order
furniture will be able to give you particulars of hire-purchase terms.

Further Information

For further information you should enquire at Citizens' Advice
Bureaux, the Women's Voluntary Services, but not at Local Fuel
Offices, Food Offices or Pest Offices. Enquirles which cannot be
dealt with by the above organisations should be addressed to the
Board of Trade, Meville House, Page Street, London, 5.W.1.

Warning

Your permit Is the propenty of the Board of Trade and they do
nat undertake to replace lost permits. Owing to the general supply
difficulties, the Board of Trade cannot guarantee that the factories
producing the utllity furniture will be able to deliver the articles
within any definite time after an order has been placed,
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